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John Ray FSY Core 100 31/32 
Schott 709 3 credits 
Ext. 4906    
Preferred email: johnrayxu@gmail.com 
Fall 2016 
Office hours: by appointment    
  
First-Year Seminar: 
Tocqueville On Democracy 
    
Course Description and the FYS theme of “The Greater Good” 
The course is a detailed reading of Tocqueville's Democracy in America. Our focus will be on class 
discussion of questions prominent in the text, including: What is the meaning of equality and liberty 
in modern democracy and how are these principles related? What are the major characteristics of 
modern of commercial democracy as identified by Tocqueville? How do these characteristics help 
maintain or threaten freedom? What is the relationship of the written Constitution to our history, 
customs, and mores? Supervening over the whole are the dominant religious beliefs present in our 
democracy. How, according to Tocqueville, does religion, as the main source of dogmatic moral 
opinion, function politically in the United States? What is the relationship of religious belief to the 
maintenance of civic society? What is Tocqueville’s understanding of democracy’s capacity to foster 
the “greater good”? Does it indeed have that tendency? Or does democracy tend toward 
governmental tyranny? Is Tocqueville’s introductory suggestion that a providential support for 
democracy is discernable in history born out by the work as a whole? Or do we learn that such a 
conclusion is unwarranted and perhaps dangerous? These and other questions will occupy us during 
the semester.  
 
Seminar format 
As this is a seminar, emphasis will be on student discussion of the moral, historical, and political 
arguments raised by the text. Our focus will always be on the text before us and the question we put 
to the text will always be “what does this mean?” This means that more questions will be raised than 
answered, and the answers that we do give must be understood as tentative and equivocal. The 
success of an academic seminar depends on students. You must come to class prepared to participate 
in thoughtful conversation on the meaning of the text. This requires reading carefully in advance of 
class, taking notes on the reading, and formulating questions for class conversation.  
 
Goals   
Students will… 
·      Become engaged in intellectually challenging and interesting questions and problems. 
·      Develop strong mentoring relationships with faculty in and out of the classroom. 
·      Join the community of scholars at Xavier University. 
·      Establish a solid foundation on which subsequent Core Curriculum courses will build. 
·      Engage with a common theme across all semesters: The Greater Good. 
  
Student Learning Outcomes.  Students will… 
·      Core 6b: Articulate the evolution of their vocation and aspirations to contribute to the 
world. 
·      Core 3a: Identify and critically assess multiple dimensions of an ethical issue in an attempt 
to reach a conclusion.  In FYS, this includes: 
o   Interpreting challenging readings. 
o   Employing effective library research and information literacy skills. 
o   Constructing arguments supported with evidence. 
 
Library Instruction 
In addition, Xavier librarian Anne Davies will instruct us on how to use databases to find scholarly 
books and articles and how to avoid plagiarism. 
 
Required Reading 
The main work for the course is the assigned reading. It is extremely important to your success (and 
that of the course as a whole) that you do the reading on time, prior to our discussion in class. Since 
we will be engaged in detailed textual analysis, you are required to bring the book we are reading to 
class.   
  
The following text, in the edition indicated, is require: 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (Liberty Fund).  
 
Course Requirements   
I.   Papers 
There will a midterm and a final paper, each about 1500 words, excluding notes and 
bibliography. At least three scholarly sources must be referenced. Papers must be consistent with 
the university’s policy on academic honesty. Instructor will provide topics and requirements.  
 
II.  Class participation/Twice Weekly Journal 
Class participation means commenting on the text during class. You can do this by making an 
observation or by asking an interpretative question. For each class, write a question and a short 
(one paragraph) reflection on the day’s reading in a journal. Be prepared to read your question 
and reflection when called upon. I will collect the journals periodically for a quick review. 
Occasionally, I’ll ask you reflect in your journal on a specific question.  
 
IV.  One page reflection on your vocational/occupational interests (single spaced). 
 
Grading 
The following 12 point scale will be used to calculate your course grade: A=12, A-=11, B+=10, B=9, 
B-=8, C+=7, C=6, C-=5, D=3, F=0 
 
Course grades will be computed as follows: 
Midterm paper = 35% 
Final paper = 40% 
Class participation/Twice Weekly Journal = 25% 
Statement on your vocationalo/occupational aspiration = required, not graded 
 
In grading papers and class participation, I will follow the department’s grading guidelines 
(distributed with the syllabus). Please take time to review the guidelines.  
 
Mentoring  
Students are invited (and expected) to schedule a time to talk with the instructor about any aspect of 
their academic experience--including but not limited to the issues or assignments in this course. 
 
 
Vocations 
First Year Seminar students are encouraged to think seriously about their vocation or occupation, 
whether in religious or secular terms. A short statement on your vocational/occupational aspiration 
is required. 
 
Submission of papers 
Submit a printed copy of your paper – please, no electronic submissions without prior approval. 
(Please do keep an electronic copy on your hard drive.) 
 
Late papers 
Papers are due in class. Late papers are those not received in class on the due date. Late papers will 
be penalized two grades on a twelve-point scale (e.g., B+ becomes B-). Please do not email me your 
paper without prior permission. 
 
No texting or other use of technology during class 
Our classroom is a technology-free zone. Laptops must remain closed. Please turn off your phone 
for the duration of the class. No texting during class. If you feel you cannot for whatever reason 
abide these restrictions, please take a different FYS. An exception will be granted to a student 
requiring the use of a laptop due to a documented disability. 
 
Attendance  
Attendance is required throughout the term.  If you are absent from more than three classes during 
the term, your course grade will be penalized one grade on a twelve-point scale (e.g., A- becomes 
B+).  If you are absent from more than five classes during the term, your course grade will be 
penalized two grades on a twelve-point scale (e.g., B becomes C+). 
 
If you come to class without your book, you will be marked absent.  
 
Tentative schedule 
The class schedule is tentative and usually requires some adjustments; it is your responsibility to keep 
abreast of any changes to the reading assignments or paper due dates. 
 
Note on reading and class discussion: The following schedule is tentative and will be revised as 
needed. The reading schedule is a guide for your reading (your free to read ahead, of course) and  
gives me assurance of what you have read to date. It does not mean that the discussion will be only 
on that part of the book. Some issues require more than one day in class. We may return to passages 
that are particularly problematic for the argument as a whole. 
T 
 
8/23 Introduction 
TH 8/25 3-32 
T 8/30 33-44 
 
TH 9/1 45-73 
 
T 9/6 74-90 
 
TH 9/8 91-129 
 
T 9/13 142-178 
TH 9/15 277-301 
 
T 9/20 302-332 
 TH 9/22 Anne Davies, Xavier Librarian 
Assignment: XU Tutor “USE”  
http://www.xavier.edu/library/xu-tutor/xu-tutor-Use.cfm 
 
T 9/27 375-401 
***Midterm Paper Assigned 
 
TH 9/29 402-426 
 
T 10/4 427-450 
 
 
TH 10/6 Fall Holiday 
 
T 10/11 451-488 
***Midterm Paper Due 
 
TH 10/13 488-514 
 
T 10/18 689-725 
TH 10/20 742-762; 788-795 
 
T 10/25 796-842 
 
TH 10/27 872-894 
 
T 11/1 895-929 
 
TH 11/2 930-971 
 
T 11/8 987-1019 
 
TH 11/10 1052-1079 
 
T 11/15 1080-1115 
 
TH 11/17 1187-1220 
T 11/22 1221-1261 
 
TH 11/24 Thanksgiving holiday 
 
T 11/29 
 
1262-1285 
  
TH 12/1 
 
Final Paper Assigned 
T 
 
12/6 Vocations  
TH 
 
12/8 Review and Discussion  
 
TH 12/18 Final Paper Due in Class 
 
